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JACKIE PAYNE STEVE EDMONSON BAND

Jackie Payne and Steve Edmonson have a history together that goes back almost ten years. They first met when they were members of the popular show band, The Dynatones. They soon found that they had a common love for the blues. While touring together they developed a friendship and camaraderie that is clearly evident when you see them perform together. You can hear the blues in every note that Jackie & Steve sing and play.

In addition to being gifted musicians, Jackie and Steve understand the art of performance in a way that few of today’s artists do. Jackie doesn’t just sing, he entertains. Jackie’s show can easily match the fervor and intensity of a fire and brimstone gospel revival. As Steve says, “in Jackie’s voice you can hear echoes of O.V. Wright ,James Brown and Wilson Pickett , as well as Muddy Waters ,Junior Parker ,Bobby Blue Bland and Little Johnny Taylor , not so much because he has imitated them, but because he is one of them. Once you have seen him perform it’s easy to understand that Jackie Payne is the real deal!” There is no doubt that Jackie is truly one of the greatest living blues singers and deserves to be included in the pantheon of all time greats mentioned above. 

When asked to cite his musical mentors, Steve names all of the usual suspects. What makes Steve different from others who cite these same influences is that you can actually hear it in his playing. This is one cat that has really done his homework. Steve’s style is most often compared to either BB King , former T-Birds guitarist Jimmie Vaughan , or Ronnie Earl but he is just as comfortable in the West Coast via Texas styles of T-Bone Walker ,Clarence "Gatemouth" Brown and Albert Collins or the Chicago styles of Robert Lockwoood, Jr. ,Eddie Taylor and Luther Tucker .

THE BAND’S RHYTHM SECTION CONSISTS OF: 

Bassist "Col." Bill Singletary, and Drummer, Nick Otis. The list of who these guys have performed with is voluminous, but the following is a partial list of their past performance credits. 

Drummer Nick Otis, son of R&B Legend, Johnny Otis, has performed as part of his father's Johnny Otis Orchestra for more than 20 years. As a member of that prestigious aggregation, Nick has performed with many musical legends including: Screamin' Jay Hawkins, Hank Ballard, Etta James, Lowell Fulson, Pee Wee Crayton, Little Milton, Eddie Cleanhead Vinson, Big Joe Turner, Rufus & Carla Thomas, Ernestine Anderson, Linda Hopkins and Barbara Morrison.

JACKIE PAYNE

Jackie Payne's experience as a professional entertainer spans over thirty years. He began his singing career at age 13 with the Allen Swing Band in Atlanta, Georgia. At age 17, he moved to Houston, where he was privileged to work with many blues legends, including T-Bone Walker, Johnny Clyde Copeland, Albert Collins, Gatemouth Brown, Lowell Folsom, Freddy King, and Pee Wee Crayton, to name a just a few. He has also worked with Gladys Knight, Etta James, and Buddy Ace. Jackie's first recording was the 45 rpm single "Go-Go Train" released in 1965 on Jet Stream Records, and produced by Huey P. Meaux.

Since 1987, Jackie has completed three world tours as lead vocalist with The Johnny Otis Show and has appeared on the Johnny Otis Saturday morning radio show broadcast live on KPFA-FM, Berkeley and KFCF, Fresno, California. The University of Indiana has entered 700 of these tapes into their musical library, making Johnny Otis and Jackie Payne a part of musical history forever. "Spirit of the Black Territory Bands," recorded by The Johnny Otis Orchestra, featured Jackie on vocals and was nominated for a 1993 Grammy Award. The band's earlier release, "Good Lovin' Blues," also had Jackie on vocals. Jackie's 1998 CD, A Day In the Life of A Blues Man , produced by Kenny "Blue Ray," is available on Britain's JSP Records label, and in 1999 he appeared on Kirk "Eli" Fletcher's CD "I'm Here and I'm Gone," also on JSP. Jackie's latest CD, "Ain't Nothin' But A Party!" came out in November 2000 on his own Shades of Blues label and he has recroded vocals for 10 songs that will appear in Kenny "Blue" Ray's next CD, to be released on Kenny's Tone-King label early next year. 

Jackie was nominated for Best Male Vocalist in the 2nd Annual South Bay Blues Awards (San Jose, California), and was voted Los Angeles Entertainer of the year five consecutive times. The Los Angeles Times calls him "a performer of classy presence and subtle physical movement [who's] got the raspy-voiced Wilson Pickett-Otis Redding thing nailed flat." California Jazz Now declares, "Jackie Payne leads the way." The San Diago Union says he is a "singing sensation" and a performer of "sultry suppleness." 

Jackie Payne has headlined shows from Belgium to Tokyo. He headlined the 1989 San Francisco Blues Festival, headlined the 1992 Sacramento Blues Festival, and collaborated with Rare Form for the Monterey Blues Festival in 1993, and again with the Johnny Otis Orchestra in 1994. For several years he was the lead singer with the veteran show band the Dynatones . Nowadays he can be heard with his own band in venues around his home base, the San Francisco Bay Area.

STEVE EDMONSON

Steve Edmonson was almost literally born with a guitar in his hands. The son of folk musician Travis Edmonson (of Bud and Travis fame), Steve spent the first several years of his life criss-crossing the country on the road. He was there as his father toured and performed with Josh White, Sonny Terry and Brownie McGhee, and Lightnin' Hopkins. 

Steve has performed with musicians of such diverse styles as: James Cotton, Luther Tucker, Syl Johnson, Sir Mack Rice, Van Morrison, Maria Muldaur, Rusty Zinn and Buddy Miles

Steve spent four years touring with the Blues/Soul show band, the Dynatones, and has performed at clubs all over the United States including The House of Blues nightclubs in Orlando and Chicago, Brew Brothers Pub at the El Dorado and Silver Legacy Complex in Reno and the prestigious Harrah’s South Lake Tahoe resort. He has been a featured performer at numerous fairs and outdoor events, including the 2000 and 2003 San Francisco Blues Festivals, the Shasta Blues Festival, Eureka’s Blues by the Bay, the Cal-Expo State Fair, the 2000 Illinois State Fair, Milwaukee’s Summerfest, the Utah Arts Festival, Texas’ Cajun Catfish Festival and Reno’s Hot August Nights. He performed for more than 200,000 fans in San Antonio, Texas headlining that city’s official Millennium Party. In addition, Steve has performed with The Jackie Payne Steve Edmonson Band at the following festivals in just the past two years: The Pinedale Blues Festival, Pinedale, WY, The Monterey Blues Festival, Monterey, CA, Åmål's Blues Fest , Åmål, Sweden, The Poconos Blues Festival, Big Boulder Lake, PA, The Kalama Blues Festival, Kalama, WA, The Kenlake Hot August Blues Festival, Hardin, KY, The San Francisco Blues Festival, San Francisco, CA. The Cityfolk Festival, Dayton, Ohio, The Kalamazoo Blues Festival, Kalamazoo, Michigan, The Dodgeville Blues Festival / Dodgeville, Wisconsin, The Mount Baker Blues Festival, Deming, Washington, The Homegrown Blues Festival / Oakland , CA, The Koh Samui Blues and World Music Festival, Koh Samui, Thailand, and The Bayfront Blues Festival  Duluth, Minnesota.

