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Johnny Dyer

American Blues From The West Coast

“The music we are playing today is just as great as it was back then.  People think that the blues is out of style, but you just keep findin’ that new people come along who want to hear us – which is just great”

At the Stovall Plantation in Rolling Fork, Mississippi, Muddy Waters discovered his talent and eventually moved north to find greatness.  Johnny Dyer, influenced by Waters during his childhood on the plantation, also migrated, but instead of going north to Chicago, he followed his fortune to Los Angeles where he fell in with the burgeoning West Cost vanguard typified by Johnny Otis, Jimmy Witherspoon, and T-Bone Walker.

Born in 1938, Johnny Dyer started playing harmonica at age seven, influenced by the sounds of blues aristocrats like Muddy Waters, Little Walter, Sonny Boy Williamson and Big Walter Horton.  Although Dyer tried various other instruments like guitar and drums, nothing consumed him as much as the harmonica.  His first experience playing amplified harp came during a club gig in the early 1950’s with his friend Smokey Wilson.

In 1958, Dyer moved to Los Angeles after many letters from his uncle telling him about the rapidly growing L.A. blues scene.  Forming his own band, Johnny Dyer and the Blue Notes, the transplanted musician began playing with well-known blues men J.B. Hutto, Jimmy Reed, Jimmy Rogers, and George “Harmonica” Smith.  Dyer and Smith actually played gigs together billed as father and son, with the elder statesman of harmonica taking Dyer under his wing.  Dyer reflected about that time by saying “Smith was the hottest thing around and the blues was really swinging!”
During the 1960’s, the blues club scene in L.A. began to suffer and Dyer looked outside the music business to make a living.  “Motown just stepped in and crushed everything – Blues was good until Motown stepped in”, says Johnny.  “I told George ‘I don’t want to play no more.’”  For the next sixteen years, Johnny Dyer’s musical career was on “hiatus” until he saw Muddy Waters play again and decided that the time was right to make his return.

Re-emerging in the early 1980’s, Dyer recorded for Shakey Jake’s Good Time label and in 1983 recorded an album on the small Muurray Brothers label with his old band, the L.A. Jukes (that album was reissued in 1995 on Blind Pig Records).  Johnny was also featured on Black Magic Record’s Hard Times: L.A. Blues Anthology, and most recently on two albums from Black Top records, Listen Up and Shake It, which paired Dyer with L.A. guitar ace, Rick Holmstrom.  Holmstrom and Dyer worked together until late in 1995 when Holmstrom replaced Alex Schultz in the Mighty Flyers band.

Early in 1995, Johnny make his first European sojourn (still partnered with Holmstrom) to play at the Moulin Blues Festival in the Netherlands.  Since then Dyer has played blues festivals world wide in addition to appearing on numerous musical releases. Recently he appeared as a featured artist on both the Mannish Boys album That Represent Man (Delta Groove Productions) along sided band members Finis Tasby, Kirk Fletcher, Frank Goldwasser, Ronnie Weber and June Core, and other featured artists Roy Gaines, Mickey Champion and Paul Oscher, and the upcoming release from Rod Piazza & The Mighty Flyers (to be released June 2005 on Delta Groove Productions).

