
32 Big Ci ty Blues ¥ February-March 2008

Randy
Chor tk of f  
BY ROGER AND MARGARET WHITE

bluestime@sbcglobal.net
www.whfr.fm
Randy Chortkoff is a west coast

harmonica player that a lot of people
may not know, because he still has a
day job: heÕs a Hollywood film pro-
ducer and owner of Big Sky Motion
Pictures.  If thatÕs not enough he has
a second job, as owner of Delta
Groove and Eclecto Groove Records.
In his spare time Randy Chortkoff
put together a combo called the
Mannish Boys, where heÕs band
leader, song writer and harmonica
player. HeÕs also been a concert pro-
moter for several Little Walter
Festivals on the west coast. Randy
was able to take a few moments out
of his busy schedule, a manager at
Delta Groove gave him a ten minute
break to talk with Big City Rhythm &
Blues. 

Did Little Walter influence you?
Little Walter is my main man. He

was the most innovative harmonica
player known to man. Listen to Little
Walter and you hear a little jazz,
saxophone, or trumpet, he incorpo-
rated that into a little ten hole skin
flute.

What other harmonicas players
have influenced you?

Sonny Boy, Big Walter Horton,
and when I was a kid I was a huge
fan of Paul Butterfield.

Whats your favorite harp?
Marine Band wood comb har-

monica in ÒAÓ I can play first posi-
tion, second or third and it works
well for me. B flat would be my sec-
ond choice.

Do you have a name for your
harps?

(he laughs) Human organ,
boneaphone, and skin flute.

Favorite Harmonica song?
Anything Al Jolson did, I love to

try and duplicate on the harmonica. 

Favorite microphone or equip-
ment?

A Static mic. Amplifiers in the
studio, I like a small Fender Tweed
pro.  And, now that weÕre playing
big outdoor festivals I like to use a
black faced Fender super reverb.

How long have you been playing
harmonica?

Twenty-five-30 years, somewhere
in there,  could be longer.

Why made you pick it up? 
It was very light. 

Do you have a favorite guitar
player?

Jimmy Rogers, Luther Tucker,
Louis Myers.

Do you have a day job?
Besides the record label, IÕm

working on a movie called Spring
Break 83, about everything good and
everything really bad about the 80Õs.
ItÕs got a variety of music from the
80Õs and also two artists from my
new label Eclecto Groove, Mike Zito
and Anna Popovich. We just got the
new Sean Costello CD today on
Delta Groove and weÕre very excited
about it. Check it out on our website
DeltaGrooveprodutions.com . There
is a film link on that site that will
bring you over to the Big Sky Motion
Picture site and all that other stuff.

Last words?
Please support live music, any

kind of music, blues is great, but
support the music. DonÕt download
buy CDs, donÕt rip off music, no
napster. Do the right thing.

Raou l
Bhaneja
Actor/ musician Raoul Bhaneja

is a highly regarded singer,
harmonica player, songwriter

and actor.  After graduating from the
prestigious National Theatre School
of Canada he formed the Maple
Blues Award and Real Blues Award
winning combo Raoul and the Big
Time.  In October 2007 they were
selected by TorontoÕs Now Magazine
as Best Blues Artist in the city.  They
have released Cold Outside Festival

Distribution) and Big Time Blues
(Indiepool Distribution) which fea-
tured guest performances by Junior
Watson, Mark Hummel and Big Joe
Maher. They have performed at
many major festivals opening for
Bobby ÒBlueÓ Bland, Buddy Guy,
The Downchild Blues Band.  His
other musical project the Legendary
Miles Johnson, formed with song-
writer and pianist Graham Guest,
released a self-titled debut recording
last year. As an actor, he has
appeared on stage in Canada, the US
and United Kingdom and in
Hollywood films and series like The
Dresden Files, Runaway, Weirdsville
and The Sentinel to name a few.

Did Little Walter influence you?
What other harp players influenced
you?

I think he was among the first
harp players I listened to after Sonny
Boy II, Sonny Terry and James
Cotton who I saw live when I was
growing up in Ottawa Canada.  That
was my door into to the Walter stuff
as Cotton did a lot of that material at
one point.  I think Walter influenced
every harmonica player in the blues
today.  His stamp is everywhere. His
own recordings are classics but also
because he played on some of the
best stuff from Muddy Waters and
Jimmy Rogers as well. 

Favorite harp? Favorite Key?
Bflat harp in the Key of F or C

Favorite harmonica song?
Oh boy... I do an instrumental

from my first record called Liquid
Boogie and itÕs a fave of mine as itÕs
a tip of the hat to some of the play-
ers like Walter (in my own little
way).

Why did you pick the harmoni-
ca? How long have you been play-
ing it?

I picked it because someone gave
me one when I was about 12.  IÕd
been screwing around on the guitar
(and still do) but the harp just made
more sense to me and hardly anyone
could every play one well... unlike
the guitar...

Favorite Microphone? Favorite
Amp? 

Too much crazy talk about amps
and mics as far as IÕm concerned but
I play either a Green or Brown Bullet
mic from the early 50s and I have
always played through various
MASCO amps from the same period
MU and MA-17s.  I got a first genera-
tion Sonny Jr., with four eights from
my harp guru Dr. Nick up here in
Toronto and itÕs been useful for loud-
er gigs or when I donÕt want to take
the old guys out of the house or stu-
dio. 

Do you play any other instru-
ments?

Guitar... my friend Mark Hummel
says that all harmonica players are
frustrated guitar players.I would tend
to agree with that in most cases. He
played some pretty good guitar on a
gig we did once, in fact.

Favorite guitarist?
Darren Gallen, who plays in

Toronto in Raoul and the Big Time,
is a fantastic totally underrated blues
guitar player, very tasteful and with
a lot of soul.  From the famous guy
list just a few would be T-Bone
Walter, The Aces (Dave and Louis
Myers) and a living master who IÕve
recorded and toured with, Junior
Watson. 

Do you have (or had) a day job?
IÕm an actor, believe it or not.

What a dumb day job you might
say?  And in a way you are right, but
IÕm blessed to have two professions
that I love. You can look me up on
the internet to see what Hollywood
stars I stand beside or slightly
behind in the movies.

Do you have a name for your
harps? (Like BBKing and Lucil le)

No.

If you could Òcome backÓ in the
next l i fe as something other than a
man, what would it be?

I love being human too much to
come back as anything else... except
perhaps the undergarments of a
beautiful woman.

Websites/ Contact
Raoul and The Big Time/  The

Legendary Miles Johnson
www.raoulandthebigtime.com
www.thelegendarymilesjohnson.c

om
Also Myspace


